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Charter of the People's Democratic Party

PREAMBLE

We, the people of Bhutan have enjoyed continuous peace, progress

and prosperity under the wise and benevolent reign of the Wangchuck

Dynasty.

In an unprecedented act without parallel in world history, His Majesty

the Fourth Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck voluntarily

devolved power from the Golden Throne to the people of Bhutan with

the gift of a Constitution and the establishment of a Democratic

Constitutional Monarchy.

The People's Democratic Party has been formed to enable the people

to exercise the power bequeathed to them by actively engaging in

democratic governance to advance their well-being and chart the

future course of the Pelden Drukpa in keeping with rapidly changing

times.

The People's Democratic Party shall ensure that the noble vision and

aspirations of His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo's selfless act of

devolving power to the Bhutanese people are fully realized, and that

the power is exercised in a responsible and progressive manner.

Towards this end, we offer ourselves, all of our resources and skills to

the service of the people of Bhutan.
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The People's Democratic Party pledges to serve His Majesty the Fifth

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and future

Monarchs with absolute loyalty and devotion.

The People's Democratic Party shall bear true faith and allegiance to

the Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan.

We, the members of the People's Democratic Party give unto

ourselves this Charter and pledge to abide by its provisions.

Article I: Name of the Party

1. The name of the Party shall be the People's Democratic Party (hereafter

referred to as "the Party").

2. The name of the in the abbreviated form shall be PDP

Article II: Vision

3. The vision of the Party is a peaceful Kingdom of Bhutan that is

politically united, culturally harmonious, socially just, economically

prosperous, environmentally rich, and secure in its sovereignty enabling

all Bhutanese to pursue and enjoy happiness.

Article III: Mission

4. The Party's mission, inspired by our unique philosophy of Gross

National Happiness, shall be to:
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4.). safeguard the independence, sovereignty, security and territorial

integrity of the Kingdom of Bhutan;

4.2. strengthen the unity of the nation through adherence to the

principles of equality, tolerance and justice, and to infuse in our

people a sense of national identity;

4.3. practice and advance democratic governance with the

participation and representation of all sections of our society;

4.4. safeguard the rights and freedom of our people through

democratic governance, justice and the rule of law, and to

encourage healthy public debate through a free and vibrant media

and civil society;

4.5. promote economic growth and self-reliance while ensuring

equity, balanced regional development, and the sustainable use of

natural resources;

4.6. provide equal opportunities and gainful employment to our

people regardless of ethnicity, religion, region, gender, social

origin, disabilities or language so that they may realize their full

potential, and endeavour with the knowledge that merit shall be

the only path to success in our country;

4.7. foster professionalism at the workplace, and the efficient and

responsive delivery of public services by the government and

public sector;

4.8. achieve social justice, equality and fairness for all our people,

regardless of ethnicity, religion, region, gender, social origin,

disabilities or language and ensure that all have access to basic

necessities such as food, shelter, healthcare and education;
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4.9. protect and conserve our rich and pristine environment and

respect the right of future generations to a healthy environment

and to all the natural resources our generation enjoys;

4.10. preserve and promote our unique cultural, religious and spiritual

heritage as the essential basis of our national identity and as a

source of enrichment and happiness in the lives of our people;

4.11. promote friendly relations with the international community on

the basis of peace, cooperation and the sovereign equality of

states; to play a responsible and constructive role in regional and

global affairs; and in particular to further strengthen the unique,

warm and friendly relationship and economic cooperation with

India.

Article IV: Symbol of the Party

5. The symbol of the Party shall be a galloping white horse against the

backdrop of a clear sky. The galloping white horse signifies dynamism,

advancement and purity of the Party while the clear sky symbolizes

peace and prosperity of the country. The Party symbol shall be as

specified in Annexure I.

Article V: Membership

6. Membership of the Party shall be open to all Bhutanese citizens who are

registered voters and support the principles and objectives of the Party.

7. To become a member, a duly filled Membership Application Form shall

be as sections 53.4 and 65.2 of this Charter. Upon approval for
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admission, the person shall pay applicable Member Registration and

Annual Membership Fees, from which time on the person shall become a

member of the Party.

8. Registration fee shall be Nu. 100 while Annual Membership Fee shall be

Nu. 1,200 for each member. However, the Executive Committee shall,

from time to time, revise the registration and membership fees within the

ceiling set by the Election Commission of Bhutan. Annual Membership

Fees, except in the case of a new member, shall be payable in the first

month of each year.

9. Members of the Party shall enjoy the following rights to:

9.1. be offered equal opportunities to participate in activities of the

Party, and not to be excluded by the deliberate withholding of

information or by other unfair means;

9.2. attend and participate in the Party Convention;

9.3. attend and observe any other Party meeting unless that meeting

specifically resolves that it is a closed meeting and states the

reason why its business is confidential;

9.4. have such details about themselves as may be held by the Party

kept confidential and not disclosed to any other person without

their permission;

9.5. be provided any information about the Party and its activities

which are available but excluding any information which the

Party declares to be confidential.

10. Membership of the Party may be refused, revoked, or suspended by the

Party on any of the following grounds:

10.1. actively supporting a person standing against a Party candidate;
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10.2. assuming membership of another political party;

10.3. expressing disagreement with the Party policy expressed in a way

and to an extent, or personal conduct, that seriously throws doubt

on the person's support for the principles and objectives of the

Party as set out in this Charter;

10.4. failing to pay applicable membership dues; or

10.5. failing to comply with prevailing laws and regulations relating to

political parties and elections, which shall result in automatic and

immediate forfeiture of their membership of the Party.

11. Any person whose membership is refused, revoked or suspended may

appeal in writing to the Party. The Party shall take reasonable steps to

ascertain the full facts of the case and its decision shall be final and

binding. A person whose membership has been refused or revoked may

not apply for membership again until one year has passed.

12. In any dispute between members or groups of members efforts shall

first be made to resolve the matter at the most local practical level. If

the dispute remains unresolved, it may be referred to the President of

the Party for arbitration, whose decision shall be final and binding.

13. Any member may withdraw his membership from the Party by

notifying the local Party office in writing.

Article VI: The Party Convention

14. There shall be a Party Convention which shall be attended by the

following:

14.1. President and Vice President;
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14.2. Members of the National Assembly;

14.3. Representatives of the Constituencies;

14.4. Elected representatives of the Committees;

14.5. Secretary; and

14.6. Treasurer.

15. The Party Convention shall meet annually in a Regular Session.

16. All other members of the Party are entitled to attend the Party

Convention.

17. The Executive Committee may at any time and for whatever reason

convene a Special Session of the Party Convention.

18. The Executive Committee shall determine the date, time, and venue of

Regular or Special Session of the Party Convention. A calling notice for

a Regular Session shall be broadcast at least one calendar month before

the date fixed for the meeting.

19. Any Party member desirous of moving a resolution at the Regular

Session of the Party Convention shall submit a copy of the draft

resolution to the Secretary not less than two weeks before the date of

the Session, provided that the draft resolution shall bear the names and

signatures of at least one hundred registered Party members in support

of the resolution.

20. Calling notice for a Special Session of the Party Convention shall be

broadcast to Party members not less than seven days before the date

fixed for the meeting and shall state the agenda for discussion at the

meeting. No other item may be discussed at the Special Session.

21. Party policy shall consist only of resolutions passed at meetings of the

Party Convention. Election manifestos and policy statements as may be
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produced by the Party from time to time shall not contradict Party

policy.

. The functions of Party Convention are to:

22.1. elect the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer of the

Party;

22.2. lay down the broad basic policies of the Party;

22.3. enact or amend the Charter of the Party;

22.4. elect a new President in case of death, resignation or retirement

while in office;

22.5. elect the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Executive

Committee;

22.6. elect four representatives of the Constituencies to the Executive

Committee;

22.7. elect five Members of the National Assembly to the Executive

Committee;

22.8. determine Party priorities and develop the Party's political

strategy;

22.9. approve the annual budget for Party;

22.10. consider a report of the Executive Committee covering the work

of the Party since the previous Party Convention;

22.11 .review audited accounts and a financial report from the Executive

Committee;

22.12.appoint external auditors until the next Party Convention;

22.13.consider policy motions duly submitted for its consideration; and

22.14.decide on any other measures to be taken to further Party aims.
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23. The resolutions of the Party Convention shall be adopted before the end

of the Session of the Party Convention.

24. The President and Vice President shall be elected by the Party

Convention from among the registered members of the Party through

secret ballot. They shall hold office for a term of five years and shall be

eligible for re-election.

25. Representatives of the Constituencies shall be elected by the

Constituency Committee members from among registered members of

the Constituencies through secret ballot.

26. The President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall relinquish

office on being voted out by a resolution supported by two-thirds

majority at the Party Convention. The motion for the resolution must be

signed by at least one-third of the members of the Party Convention.

27. The Secretary of the Party shall serve as the Member Secretary to the

Party Convention.

28. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall assume the

powers and duties of the Chair.

29. When resolutions are put to a vote in the Party Convention, each Party

member shall be entitled to one vote, and, in case of an equality of

votes, the resolution shall be declared to be lost. There shall be no

voting by proxy.

30. Votes on resolutions shall be decided by a show of hands unless a

member demands a ballot. When a show of hands is used, a declaration

by the Chair that a resolution has on a show of hands been carried or

lost shall be conclusive evidence of the fact.

3 1. The maximum age of the President shall be 65 years at the time of

nomination.
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